

(sender's address)

(Congressman's mailing address)



(Date)

Re: Institutional repression of physicists in the 21st century: A scientific Gulag in the USA 
       see www.ArchiveFreedom.org for information

Dear Honorable                            :


As a concerned member of Congress, I thought you would be interested to learn about the alarming practice of blacklisting of scientists by certain academic institutions which has resulted in the suppression and censorship of novel ideas and important research findings.  In particular, this involves the Cornell electronic preprint archive, accessed through the internet at <www.ArXiv.org>.  Funded since 1991 by the National Science Foundation, and formerly sponsored by Los Alamos National Laboratories, it moved to Cornell University in 1999 where it is administered under the direction of physicist Paul Ginsparg. It has become the principal internet resource used by professional physicists, astronomers, mathematicians, computer scientists, and systems scientists to rapidly communicate new findings and discoveries as well as to share papers prior to their date of publication.  Some physics journals, in fact, require that an author submitting a paper for publication must first post their paper on this archive and if having failed to do so, his paper will not be considered for publication.  


However, the Cornell archive administrators for years have been preventing hundreds of scientists from posting their papers, creating a blacklisting situation reminiscent of the McCarthy era.  They apparently maintain an electronic list of scientists such that any paper those individuals attempt to submit is systematically rejected.  Electronic preprints which these blacklisted scientists attempt to post are removed automatically, systematically, and/or manually, before they appear in the daily listings.  This is done irrespective of the form, content, or correctness of the papers, and without a peer-review analysis.  Some of these blocked papers have already been accepted for publication or published in reputable peer refereed science journals or in other cases they are undergoing review for journal publication which indicates that they are serious and well thought out. 


The list of suppressed scientists even includes Nobel Laureates!  The stories of some of these scientists can be accessed at the webpage < www.ArchiveFreedom.org/casehistories.htm >.  One characteristic that these ostracized physicists share in common is that they have written or published papers in the past which propose new ideas that challenge traditional physics dogma.  In other cases their published works just happen to run counter to the particular theory preferences of the small political clique administering the archives at Cornell University.


The National Science Foundation physics division funded the Cornell preprint archive up until 2003.  Since then, it provides a reduced level of funding to the archive's administrator, Dr. Ginsparg, for archive related research.  Also NSF continues to fund Cornell University and its Library Department for other research and programs whose overhead and personnel most likely contribute to the archive program.  So at present the archive continues to be supported by U.S. taxpayer money.  I therefore respectfully urge the U.S. Congress to request the National Science Foundation physics division to cease funding Dr. Ginsparg's archive research funding requests until the archive administrators cease the current shameful practice of blacklisting of scientists. 


Due to its immense size, ArXiv.org has at present established a monopoly position in the professional science arena for idea communication.  Hence their repressive actions are not an issue of one university's right to manage its own personal website.  Rather, this is a social issue, one that intimately affects all professional scientists as well as the U.S. taxpayers.  Other electronic preprint sites mirror the ArXiv.org data base, but they do so by submitting to the ArXiv.org policy to block papers presented by this same group of blacklisted scientists.


Our world is experiencing serious problems such as exponential population growth, environmental pollution, impending energy shortages, nuclear proliferation, climatic change, AIDS,  Alzheimer's disease, cancer, avian-flu, etc.  Therefore, we cannot afford to suppress the works of those seminal minds whose new ideas could revolutionize the way we interact with the world.  What if a paper described the discovery of a new source of energy that could help to alleviate the coming energy crisis?  Or, what if a paper brought to light a serious environmental hazard which, if unheeded, would result in a substantial loss of life.  And, what if the moderators of the preprint archive (ArXiv.org) censored one such important paper because of a possible personal dislike of its author or because it conflicted with a theory they personally favored?  Society cannot afford to tolerate this kind of behavior. 


In today's fast changing world it is not enough just to publish one's ideas in scientific journals, a process that can drag on from months to years until approved for publication.  Rapid communication of all plausible new ideas to the academic community through an easily accessible internet archive is essential to the progress of science.  This archive, which was mainly paid for by the US taxpayers, had these goals in mind, but currently its administrators are abusing their monopoly power.  


The history of science teaches that the greatest advances in the scientific domain have been achieved by bold thinkers who perceived new and fruitful approaches that others failed to notice.  As the organization of research becomes more rigid, the danger increases that new and fruitful ideas will be unable to develop freely.  By the very force of circumstances, research and teaching are weighted down by administrative structures and financial concerns and by the heavy armature of strict regulations and planning.  So, it becomes more indispensable than ever to preserve the freedom of scientific research and the freedom of initiative for the original investigators, because these freedoms have always been and will always remain the most fertile sources for the grand progress of science.


 We would like your assistance to dismantle this Scientific Gulag by restricting funding to the Cornell archive program until it honors the contributions of all serious scientists.


Thank you very much 



Sincerely,



______(sign name here)___________

